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Chairs Wakai and Baker, Vice Chairs Taniguchi and Tokuda, and Members of 

the Committees. 

 The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) 

supports HB 2651, HD2, which establishes a standardized permitting, application, 

review, and approval process to upgrade and support next generation wireless 

broadband infrastructure on state- or county-owned utility poles and light standards 

throughout the State. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB 2651, HD2. 
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access in rural areas of the State that do not present a market case for providers 

because of the cost of extending service to those areas.   

In any legislation adopted by this Committee allowing the deployment of small 

cell facilities on public assets or in public rights of way, the Department thus respectfully 

requests that consideration be given to include by statute enforceable commitments to 

extend high-speed Internet access that can bridge the digital divide for residents in the 

unserved and underserved areas of the State.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Dear Chairs Wakai and Baker, Vice Chairs Taniguchi and Tokuda, and members of the committee: 
 
I am Todd Nacapuy, Chief Information Officer for the State of Hawai‘i and head of the Office of 
Enterprise Technology Services (ETS), testifying in support of the intent, and providing 
comments on HB2651 HD2, Relating to Wireless Broadband Facilities, which establishes a process 
to upgrade and support next generation wireless broadband infrastructure throughout the State.  
  
As a strong advocate of adopting new technologies beneficial to State government, we fully support 
deploying the next generation cellular broadband technologies for the many economic and 
competitive advantages cited in the bill.  We offer these comments. 
 
The House Committee on Intrastate Commerce recognized the importance of State and County 
public safety and emergency communications operations by adding new language below to HB2651 
HD1: 
 
“14)  State and county poles, related structures, sites, and facilities that support public safety, law 
enforcement, and emergency communications shall be excluded from these public access 
provisions.” 
 
This language will ensure that non-government systems do not hamper, obstruct, or hinder existing 
and future public safety communications operations and plans.  The State, County, and Federal 
governments have invested hundreds of millions of dollars building and maintaining radio antennas, 
poles, towers, and ground facilities for statewide public safety, emergency, and disaster 
management services.   
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To minimize radio signal interference, to maintain secure physical and electronic access to sites, 
and to effectively manage limited infrastructure resources such as electrical power, floor space, 
conduit capacity, and cooling, the statewide wireless broadband and radio microwave tower systems 
do not permit collocating commercial systems or installing them nearby.  Further, many landowner 
leases, partner agreements, and use licenses specifically restrict use and occupancy to government 
and government partners, and exclude commercial use or access for those public safety reasons. 
 
We request that this and future drafts of the bill preserve this language to cite the importance of 
public safety communications when considering the deployment of small cell wireless and future 
broadband systems.   
  
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of the intent of HB 2651 HD2 and to provide 
comments. 
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